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Realizing the Potential of the Bioeconomy

Michael Weedon, BC 
Bioenergy Network

Start with material 
traditionally considered to 
be waste. Transform it into 
ultra-clean energy, power and 
other high-value products 
that can be used here or sold 
abroad. Create a new and 
growing cluster of high-tech 
industries, expertise and 

jobs. All while minimizing environmental impacts 
through reduction of waste and greenhouse gases.  This 
is the potential of the Bioeconomy.

In communities like Nanaimo and Salmon Arm, 
municipalities are capturing methane gas from 
local landfills, otherwise wasted and polluting, and 
converting it into energy. In Vancouver, the city’s wood 
waste stream is providing an ultra-clean fuel and energy 
supply to the University of British Columbia. In the 
Fraser Valley, animal waste from dairy farms is being 
converted into renewable bio gas and electricity. And 
in Burnaby, lignin products are being extracted from 
forest wood residuals to produce specialty, high-value 
industrial chemicals and building materials.  

BC Bioenergy Network has been instrumental in 
helping each of these projects, and many others, see 
their way from initial promise through to success. 
Created in 2008 as part of the BC Bioenergy Strategy 
and seeded with $25 million of funding capital from 
the BC government, we are an independent, not-for-
profit organization with a mandate to act as a catalyst 
for bioenergy development in BC and beyond. 

Nimble and streamlined, we are evaluating and 
supporting promising bioenergy technologies and 
opportunities, and helping accelerate clean energy 
development.  Through co-funding and partnering, we 
are leveraging our investments to multiply the financial 
impact of our own funds. And we are providing ongoing 
mentoring and technical support to projects to build 

and help increase their chances for success.

To date, we have helped fund 19 bioenergy capital 
projects and 11 capacity-building initiatives, with 
excellent success rates on deployment. The benefits 
of these projects can be measured in many ways: a 
reduction in waste and greenhouse gas emissions, the 
creation of new, clean energy jobs; diversified economic 
development in rural regions; and, a more diverse and 
profitable range of end products that can be extracted 
from the same resource base.  In short, we are investing 
in a clean, sustainable energy future.  We remove risk by 
demonstrating viable new energy technologies.

We want to emphasize that the gains from these project 
investments are not theoretical “one-offs.”  They are 
practical, scalable solutions. We are now entering the 
critical stage of leveraging these early successes and 
ensuring they are replicated elsewhere. Meanwhile, 
there are exciting new ideas and opportunities to 
explore.  Turning our vast supplies of woody biomass 
into pipeline-grade bio gas and clean energy products 
that replace coal, holds huge potential for our society.  
However, realizing the full promise of the Bioeconomy 
will require continued investment, coordination, and 
collaboration by all stakeholders. 

We must recognize that bioenergy is much more than 
an alternative source of energy. It is a broad-based 
solution to reducing waste, creating jobs, meeting 
climate change goals and unlocking the full value of 
our natural resources. It holds the key to our future 
growth…if we realize the potential.

Visit: www.bcbioenergy.com


